THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
The Source of Everything

But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to offer so
willingly after this sort? for all things come of thee, and of thine own have
we given thee.

1 Chronicles 29:14

When it came time to build the first temple in Jerusalem, King David
set the example by being the first to give. He gave 3,000 talents of gold
and 7,000 talents of silver out of his pocket—about $3.14 billion and $106
million respectively in today’s dollars. But then he surprised everyone by
saying, in essence, “I’m giving away someone else’s money.

David didn’t say that in so many words, but when he prayed a prayer
of thanksgiving for the resources given by all the people, he made it plain
that whatever they had given came first from God. It’s so easy for us to
forget the origin of everything we own. Wherever you are right now, look
around—everything you see is a gift from God. Those gifts include the
eyes with which you see and the breath that keeps you alive. Every human
heartbeat should be a silent refrain of thanksgiving to the God who created
the heart and gives it life. Be careful today not to take credit for something
that heaven first gave as a gift.

When we give to God, it is not a credit to our own creativity and
resourcefulness, but to His.
Evangelical repentance is not at the beck and call of the creature. It is the
gift of God.

— A. W. Pink
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